Signalling strategies for nodulation of legumes by rhizobia.
During the formation of nitrogen-fixing root nodules, the establishment of the symbiotic relationship between rhizobia and leguminous plants depends on a highly specific exchange of signals. The products of several of the rhizobial nodulation (nod) genes are involved in the biosynthesis of host-specific lipo-oligosaccharide signalling molecules that can induce nodule morphogenesis on legume roots. Such signalling may point to a more widespread cell-to-cell signalling system in plants.